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Paragraphs for Reasoning Relay

Here, we provide paragraphs to be used as source material for Reasoning Relay. They are sorted into 
age-appropriate sets. Middle school paragraphs take the form of brief stories (some from outside sources 
and some that we created) and lead quite clearly to a conclusion. High school paragraphs are mostly 
taken from various news media and require more analysis. We suggest that students new to the game 
play with the middle school items first.

Middle School

Pete called Ted Tuesday afternoon and invited him to come to his house after dinner to watch a movie. 
It had been a long, boring day, and Ted was excited to have something to do. After dinner, he hopped on 
his bike and pedaled over to Pete’s house. The house was dark, and when he rang the bell, there was no 
answer. Ted turned around, hopped back on his bike, and rode home (Oswego City School District, 2011).

“Achoo!” Patti sneezed. She sneezed again and then a third time. She felt very warm and her head hurt. 
She dragged herself out of bed and called her boss. She told her boss she wouldn’t be going to work 
(Oswego City School District, 2011).

Mary was very proud of her garden. She’d planted the seeds early in the spring and tended to the 
plants every day since then. She pulled the weeds so they’d have lots of space. She knew that the plants 
needed plenty of water, so she watered them every day too. Last Saturday her friend Pam called early in 
the morning and invited Mary to spend the day at the mall. They left early and spent the day there, even 
taking in a movie. Pam then invited Mary to sleep over Saturday night too, and she happily accepted. 
When Mary arrived home on Sunday afternoon, her beautiful plants were bent and drooping (Oswego 
City School District, 2011).

Mr. Craig was at the park with his family. He was the family cook and stood at the grill cooking the hot 
dogs while everyone else swam in the pool. The little boy had been standing by the tree for a few minutes 
before Mr. Craig really noticed him. “Do you need any help?” the boy asked. “No, I think I’ve got it under 
control!” Mr. Craig chuckled. Then he noticed the boy’s dirty t-shirt and ragged pants. “I might need some 
help eating all of these hot dogs though,” Mr. Craig said. “I think I may have cooked too many. Would you 
like one?” “Okay,” the boy said. “I wouldn’t want you to have too many” (Oswego City School District, 2011).

It was the bottom of the ninth. Jeffrey, who had the highest batting average for the season, stepped 
up to the plate. He was working off a full count. The score was tied. The bases were loaded. The pitcher 
threw a curve ball. . . . There was a groan from the crowd as the runners had to return to their bases 
(Neuhaus Education Center, n.d.).

The aroma from the cafeteria was wafting into the classroom. It smelled like a movie theater! The students 
filed into the cafeteria to watch the movie. They each took a bag. They had a great time, watching and 
munching. . . . After the movie, there was a long line at the water fountain (Neuhaus Education Center, n.d.).
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Everyday after work Paul took his muddy boots off on the steps of the front porch. Alice would have 
a fit if the boots made it so far as the welcome mat. He then took off his dusty overalls and threw them 
into a plastic garbage bag; Alice left a new garbage bag tied to the porch railing for him every morning. 
On his way in the house, he dropped the garbage bag off at the washing machine and went straight up 
the stairs to the shower as he was instructed. He would eat dinner with her after he was “presentable,” 
as Alice had often said (Morton, n.d.a).

Cassie rolled over in her bed as she felt the sunlight hit her face. The beams were warming the back of 
her neck when she slowly realized that it was a Thursday, and she felt a little too good for a Thursday. 
Struggling to open her eyes, she looked up at the clock. “9:48,” she shouted, “Holy cow!” Cassie jumped 
out of bed, threw on the first outfit that she grabbed, brushed her teeth in two swipes, threw her books 
into her backpack, and then ran out the door (Morton, n.d.a).

Josh woke up early on Saturday morning and looked outside the window. The sun was out and it was 
hot. His dad called to Josh and said, “It is a perfect day, don’t forget to bring a towel!” Josh grabbed a 
towel and they left the house (Hall, n.d.).

Wendy was walking down her driveway in the evening when she heard a sound coming from above her 
head. She looked up into the trees that surrounded her yard and saw two big round eyes staring back at 
her. A moment later, a large shadow swooped silently away through the forest.

Katie was excited about tonight. Happily, she put on her big, red shoes and bright, yellow outfit. Her 
mom helped Katie paint her face white with a big, red circle on each cheek. Just before Katie ran out the 
door to meet her friends, she attached her large, squeaky nose and placed a bright blue, pointy hat on 
top of her head. She grabbed an empty bag and went out into the night (Hall, n.d.).

Jalisa woke up early and ran down the stairs with a huge smile on her face. She had been waiting all 
night for Saturday to arrive. She ran into the kitchen. On the table was a large pile of hot, steaming flap-
jacks with a candle in them. Dante, Jalisa’s brother, walked in holding a large box wrapped in pretty pink 
paper and tied with a shiny, purple bow. Jalisa beamed and quickly tore off the paper to reveal a box 
with a beautiful doll on the side. She hugged and kissed her brother and ran to call her best friend. The 
day was starting off wonderfully (Hall, n.d.).

At noon, Marisol tells her officemate Joey that she will be ready to go to lunch as soon as she uses the 
restroom, which is on the other side of their small building. Joey waits in the office, but twenty minutes 
go by and Marisol does not return. Finally, after another ten minutes, Marisol returns, but instead of talking 
to Joey and getting ready to go to lunch, she sits down at her computer and begins typing.

Siri, Amanda, Alex, and Meridith are all roommates. Siri, Amanda, and Alex decide to go for a long hike 
on Saturday, but Meridith has to go to choir practice instead. When Meridith gets home that afternoon, 
she sees Siri’s car and Amanda’s car parked in front of the house. Alex’s car is not there.

Luisa goes to the library to get a book. As she is leaving, the anti-theft buzzer goes off and a security 
guard starts to approach her.
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Jackson wants to make dinner, but is low on food. In the back of the refrigerator, he sees a container 
of macaroni and cheese from a week and a half ago. He throws it into the microwave without a second 
thought. After it is done heating, he smells it and frowns, then goes to throw the hot food away.

At the school dance, people are dancing to the music the DJ is playing. The music stops and Principal 
Williams takes the microphone. He says he has something very special planned for the dance, pauses, 
and then starts singing showtunes. All of the students leave the dance floor.

Lily turns when she hears a dog growling. When she sees the dog, it doesn’t have a collar or a leash 
and is on the sidewalk coming toward her. Lily looks around, but there is no dog owner to be seen. She 
starts to back away slowly, careful not to make any sudden movements.

Mrs. O’Donnell is handing back the big test from last week. When Mrs. O’Donnell returns Victor’s test, 
he frowns. “See me after class” is scrawled across the top of the page in big red letters.

Caitlyn is the fastest girl on the track team. State championships are on Friday and she’s excited to 
show off her speed. During practice she is about to jump a hurdle, but hesitates. As she jumps, her foot 
hooks the hurdle and she falls and slides across the track. She starts crying.

Gregor is making dinner in the kitchen. His wife and son are both in the living room watching TV. He 
hears his son laughing hysterically over the sound of the television, but doesn’t hear his wife laughing.

Juan’s baby cousin, Adam, is visiting. At snack time, Juan tries to give Adam a cheese cracker, but Adam 
doesn’t eat it. Later, Juan tries to feed Adam part of an apple, which Adam also doesn’t want. Later, Juan 
sees his aunt feeding Adam applesauce with a spoon.

Marriot is talking to a friend during lunch. After she eats her bologna sandwich, she is ready for dessert. 
She pulls out a box of blackberries. After eating one, her face puckers up and she spits out the blackberry.

Chris was upset that the teacher made the new kid sit with him. He liked to sit by himself, and he didn’t 
want to make any friends. While the teacher was passing out papers, the new kid made the first move, “Hi, 
my name’s Sean.” Chris replied brusquely, “That’s nice,” without looking up from the notebook on which 
he was doodling. Sean paid Chris’s lack of manners no mind. Instead, he stole a glance at the notebook 
on which Chris was drawing. Sean noticed that Chris was drawing a guitar with skulls on it. Sean asked 
politely, “What’s your favorite band?” Chris ignored him. Sean continued, “My favorite band is The Lords 
of Death.” Chris looked up at him for the first time. “Hello, Sean, my name is Chris. I believe that we are 
going to be great friends.” Sean smiled (Morton, n.d.b).

I quickly packed my suitcase. I tossed in a change of clothes, a toothbrush, and a hairbrush. Glancing 
at my watch, I zipped the suitcase and walked to the front door. After I shut the window blinds, I pulled 
a heavy coat from the closet (Pearson Education, 2011).
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You have just gotten a pit bull puppy from an animal shelter. He’s lovable but nervous. If you raise your 
voice for any reason, he cowers and trembles. If you scold him, he hides. When you got him from the 
shelter, he had a slight limp and a deep scratch across his nose (Flemming, 2014).

Nicolo does not like to play sports. In fact, he would much rather read a book than run around outside. 
Whenever he meets any of his parent’s friends, they always ask whether or not he is good at basketball. 
He is beginning to get very frustrated each time someone asks him that.

When Chaz comes home, his mom looks at him and immediately scolds him for not wearing sunscreen.

Reba gets into the car. The first thing she does is roll down the windows. When she goes to buckle in, 
she flinches when her hand touches the metal on her seatbelt.

Mikey does all of his carpentry in the basement. When he finishes his work and goes upstairs, he’s 
surprised to see that it’s dark outside.

Lenaya bikes to school every day. When she is a few blocks away from her house, she sees orange signs 
ahead and construction workers motioning that no one can go down the road. She looks at her watch 
nervously before taking the detour.

High School

The food team at the Natick Soldier Research, Development & Engineering Center in Massachusetts, 
must meet a wide battery of requirements for these modern MREs [Meals, Ready to Eat], including: (1) 
Guaranteed shelf life acceptability for at least three years at 80°F or for six months at 100°F. . . . (2) Strict 
nutritional benchmarks (1,300 calories composed of 169 grams of carbohydrates, 41 grams of protein and 
50 grams of fat, plus micronutrients such as vitamins, folic acid, calcium and zinc). (3) Durable packaging 
that can survive temperature swings and a 100-foot drop from a plane and ideally generates a minimal 
amount of waste (Sanchez, 2014).

During the California Gold Rush of 1849, the world’s supply of gold more than doubled, and hundreds 
of thousands of people rushed to California to find their share. Boomtowns popped up to accommodate 
the visitors. A boomtown is a community that receives sudden and explosive growth and development. 
San Francisco had around two-hundred residents in 1846, and about 36,000 in 1852. The few merchants 
in these boomtowns sold goods for more than ten times what they cost back East. For example, a single 
pound of flour sold for as much as $17. Not everyone who joined in the California Gold Rush got rich, but 
most of the boomtown merchants did (Morton, n.d.b).

In a kerfuffle that hints at one of the pageant world’s idiosyncrasies, a “well-placed” source says newly 
crowned Miss USA Nia Sanchez, representing Nevada . . . “[set] up some minimum paper trail to appear 
like she was in Nevada and allow her to compete,” the source tells Fox News. Indeed, Sanchez competed 
three times for the Miss California USA crown—in 2010, 2011 and 2012—never winning before entering the 
Nevada pageant, which she won in January (Truesdell, 2014).
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Why, my dear, you must know, Mrs[.] Long says that Netherfield is taken by a young man . . . from the 
north of England; that he came down on Monday in a chaise and four to see the place, and was so much 
delighted with it that he is to take possession before Michaelmas, and some of his servants are to be in 
the house by the end of next week (Austen, J., 1813, pp. 1–2).

Very long and very severe were the equinoctial gales that year. We waited long for news of the Lone 
Star of Savannah, but none ever reached us. We did at last hear that somewhere far out in the Atlantic a 
shattered stern-post of the boat was seen swinging in the trough of a wave, with the letters “L. S.” carved 
upon it (Doyle, 1891, chapter 20, para. 3).

When I was three and Bailey four, we had arrived in the musty little town, wearing tags on our wrists 
which instructed—“To Whom It May Concern”—that we were Marguerite and Bailey Johnson Jr., from 
Long Beach, California, en route to Stamps, Arkansas, c/o Mrs. Annie Henderson (Angelou, 1969, p. 5).

When Bonnie Parker met Clyde Barrow, she was twenty years old. Although she had been a rebellious 
child and teenager, she had never broken a law in her life. The worst thing she had done in her mother’s 
opinion was run off and get married to a shiftless womanizer who humiliated and neglected her. When 
Clyde came along, Bonnie was ripe for the attentions of a man who seemed to think she was both impor-
tant and attractive. As long as he didn’t desert her, Bonnie didn’t much care about Clyde’s two-year jail 
sentence. In jail at least, she knew where he was, and she could write him daily letters about how much 
she loved him. Bonnie, however, got nervous when she heard that Clyde was planning a jailbreak. To bind 
him more tightly to her, she smuggled him a gun and helped him escape. After he got caught and sent 
back to prison, Bonnie was even more determined to wait for the man she called her “one true love.” 
Upon his release from jail, Bonnie took Clyde home to meet her folks and announced she was going to 
Houston, Texas to get a new job. The next time her mother heard from her, Bonnie Parker was sitting in 
jail (Flemming, 2014).

Consider a typical 2030 retiree—an educated Gen X woman, around 65, who has worked all her life at 
small and midsize companies. Those firms have created most of the new jobs in the economy for the past 
50 years, but only 15% of them offer formal retirement plans. Our retiree has put away savings here and 
there, but she’s also part of the middle class, which took the biggest wealth hit during the financial crisis 
of 2008. . . . [In addition,] average real wages have been virtually flat for three decades, even as living 
costs have risen (Foroohar, 2014).

On that day, Ng opened the steel door of a shipping container to inspect a load of organic soybeans 
from China and spotted a feathery little alien. “It was just kind of on top of the grain,” he says. It was a 
black and white moth, just a half-centimeter long. As the inspection continued, Ng found a few more. 
“It was not a moth that we had seen before, that I recognized or that any of the other inspectors recog-
nized,” he says. He captured the insect, put it into a little glass vial, and shipped it off to experts at the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (Charles, 2014).
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[Dinosaurs] evolved into a world already populated with big, slow—coldblooded—reptiles. “You know, if 
you are a little bit . . . warmer-blooded than a reptile,” he points out, “essentially your muscles fire faster; 
your nerves fire faster; you are a more dangerous predator.” At the same time, a bit of coldbloodedness 
has its own charms. You burn energy more slowly, so you don’t have to eat as much to grow. (Think of a 
crocodile or snake that can live for a month on one meal.) “And that means maybe they could get a lot 
bigger than a mammal could be,” Grady says, “which wouldn’t be able to eat enough if it was the size of 
a Tyrannosaurus rex” (Joyce, 2014). 

Although it’s not the first time FDA has picked a battle over bugs—mimolette, anyone?—this time, “it 
really put a rocket under the cheese industry,” he says. “The very pillar that we built our niche business on 
is the ability to age our cheese on wood planks, an art that has been practiced in Europe for thousands 
of years,” Wisconsin cheesemaker Chris Roelli told the blog Cheese Underground—one of the first to 
report on the issue. Cheesemakers have already gotten members of Congress involved (Fulton, 2014).

“The doughnut industrial complex is lagging behind,” campaign director Glenn Hurowitz tells us. He 
points to many big companies such as Kellogg, Mars and Hershey, which have meanwhile “taken steps 
to eliminate deforestation from their supply chains.” As we’ve reported, Kellogg made a splash earlier 
this year when it leaned on its palm oil supplier, Wilmar, to move forward with a No Deforestation, No 
Exploitation palm oil production policy (Aubrey, 2014).

What is a ticket, after all? It’s “a type of temporary passport that grants a rite of passage.” When you 
go to the theater you are slipping out of your life into someone else’s imaginary world. When you get on 
a train, you are literally on a voyage. When you take a book out of the library, you are making a promise 
to bring that book back safely. These leave-takings deserve a token that says, I Am Out Of My Routine; 
This Is Not Ordinary; Risks Are Being Taken. . . . The usher scans our PDF code with a beam of light, and 
waves us through. There’s no tearing, nothing to save. It’s more efficient, of course (Krulwich, 2014).

There are foods that people instinctively associate with the risk of poisoning—raw chicken, raw egg, 
shellfish. At the time of Edwina Currie’s remarks—which were perceived to have dramatically exaggerated 
the prevalence of the disease in eggs in the UK—there were 12,302 cases of the salmonella PT4 strand 
most commonly found in poultry. It dropped by 54% in the three years following the introduction of the 
British Lion scheme in 1998, which saw hens vaccinated against salmonella, and last year there were just 
229 reported cases. But people are still mistrustful. . . . Watercress, beansprouts and curry leaves are 
believed to have been behind some of the most high profile outbreaks of food poisoning recently. People 
have died after eating contaminated celery, peanut butter and cantaloupe melon (Townsend, 2013).

Researchers in Spain followed more than 2,000 children aged 6 to 18 for three years and looked at how 
physical fitness, motor skills and muscle strength related to academic performance. Fitness levels were 
assessed based on how efficiently people’s hearts and lungs respond during exercise—and when they 
compared the students’ fitness to their grades in math and language classes, as well as their overall GPA, 
the researchers found that the more fit kids had higher grades (Park, 2014).

“With my scars, I am identified everywhere I go,” says Fleury Yoro, who comes from Atacora in the north 
of the country. . . . When he studied in Benin’s largest city, Cotonou, he says he was often mocked because 
of his scars. Some people “did not want anyone to think they could be friends with such a savage,” he 
says. . . . Sinkeni Ntcha stopped after his first three children “because of AIDS,” he says. “Blades have to 
be changed each time but the chiefs refused” (Adjovi, 2014).
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A resolution calling for the renaming of a street outside China’s embassy in Washington to Liu Xiaobo—
in honor of the incarcerated Chinese Nobel Peace Prize winner—was proposed to the U.S. Congress on 
Wednesday, where it met positive recognition much to Beijing’s dismay. . . . Liu Xiaobo, a political activist 
who helped write the pro-democracy manifesto Charter 08, was sentenced to 11 years’ imprisonment 
in 2009 for attempted subversion of the state. . . . “Liu Xiaobo is a man who has violated Chinese laws,” 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei said (Hellman, 2014).

And some breeds “are not runners at all,” he says. Among them: short-nosed dogs such as pugs, Boston 
terriers and bulldogs, as well as short-legged dogs under 15 pounds, such as Yorkies, Shih Tzus and Lhasas. 
Even breeds that would seem to be runners, such as greyhounds, aren’t built for endurance sports, says 
Weitzman, a greyhound owner (Krug, 2014).

The [expansion of the marine sanctuary] designation is expected to face objections from the U.S. tuna 
fleet that operates in the region. Fish caught in the area account for up to 3 percent of the annual U.S. 
tuna catch in the western and central Pacific, according to the Pew Charitable Trusts. When Bush created 
the monument in 2009, he exempted sport fishing to address industry opposition (Eilperin, 2014).

The number of people for whom eliminating gluten is a medical necessity is small. About 1 percent of 
the population has been found to have celiac disease, a disorder in which gluten—a protein in barley, rye 
and wheat—can damage the small intestine. Another 6 percent of the population is more broadly clas-
sified as gluten intolerant. But the diet itself is being used by people who want to lose weight, reduce 
inflammation, curb fatigue and ease other conditions, or because it helps them avoid highly processed 
grain. Many simply say they just feel better without it, though there is not yet much scientific evidence 
to back up the claims (Severson, 2014).

After Clint Dempsey scored less than one minute into the game, [Tim] Howard was in charge of keeping 
the fleet-footed Ghanaians at bay from his spot in what could very well be the loneliest place in all of 
sports—the one between two white goal posts. As Ghana shot the ball toward him again and again, he 
did his best to create an impenetrable force field. He leapt high and wide. He rolled low and fast. He 
scrambled out of the box to meet oncoming shots with so much power and speed that he seemed like a 
freight train gone off its rails. He did everything he could to stop Ghana because there was no way, not 
this time, that Howard was going to feel the heartbreak he felt four years ago (Macur, 2014).

Northern Gateway has become something of backup for Canada, as approval for the Keystone XL pipeline 
remains mired in Washington. If built, Northern Gateway would ship about 500,000 barrels of bitumen 
a day to the coast compared with the 700,000-barrel-a-day capacity of Keystone XL, which would take 
oil sands production to the Gulf Coast of the United States. When Northern Gateway is combined with 
the country’s other pipeline plans, Canada could expand shipments from the oil sands by three million 
barrels a day (Austen, I., 2014).

A [Unesco World Heritage site] designation marks a site as a place of central significance, one worthy 
of special measures to protect it. Countries submitting sites pledge they will follow strict conservation 
protocols in hopes of gaining prestige, a tourism bump and sometimes financial support. Jeffrey Quilter, 
director of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology at Harvard and an expert on Peru who 
just returned from a university excursion there, said placement on the heritage list clearly helps promote 
sites as important travel destinations. “Machu Picchu and the Galápagos are on everybody’s bucket list,” 
he said (Blumenthal, 2014).
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“Some instinct told me [that you have no experience in agriculture],” said the old gentleman, putting 
on his spectacles, and looking over them at me with asperity, while he folded his paper into a convenient 
shape. “I wish to read you what must have made me have that instinct. It was this editorial. Listen, and 
see if it was you that wrote it: ‘Turnips should never be pulled, it injures them. It is much better to send a 
boy up and let him shake the tree. Now, what do you think of that’?—for I really suppose you wrote it?” 
“Think of it? Why, I think it is good. I think it is sense. I have no doubt that every year millions and millions 
of bushels of turnips are spoiled in this township alone by being pulled in a half-ripe condition, when, if 
they had sent a boy up to shake the tree—” (Twain, 1875, pp. 234–235).

“In the final years of schools I think one should read important works and world literature, but in the 
years before that, it should be books that inspire you to read more,” reflects Hannah Schubert, a 17-year-
old German currently doing an exchange year at a secondary school outside London. . . . Rossana Caval-
leri, a Milanese mother of a 15-year-old and an 18-year-old attending a science-based secondary school, 
lists their literature requirements: each year one part of Dante’s Divine Comedy along with other Italian 
works and foreign literature, decided by the individual teacher. “I think it’s adequate,” she reflects. “But 
the kids read because they’re forced to” (Braw, 2014).

While corporate profits have increased by 20 percent in the past two decades and productivity has 
surged, income has stagnated, suggesting people are working more and getting paid less. Forty percent 
of professional men and 15 percent of professional women work more than 50 hours per week, and the 
United States is one of only nine countries around the world that doesn’t require employers to offer paid 
annual leave (Machado, 2014).

When her father died, it got about that the house was all that was left to her; and in a way, people were 
glad. At last they could pity Miss Emily. Being left alone, and a pauper, she had become humanized. Now 
she too would know the old thrill and the old despair of a penny more or less (Faulkner, 1930, para. 26).

One morning every spring, for exactly two minutes, Israel comes to a stop. Pedestrians stand in place, 
drivers pull over to the side of the road, and nobody speaks, sings, eats, or drinks as the nation pays 
respect to the victims of the Nazi genocide. From the Mediterranean to the Dead Sea, the only sounds 
one hears are sirens. “To ignore those sirens is a complete violation of the norms of our country,” Daniela 
Schiller told me recently. Schiller, who directs the laboratory of affective neuroscience at the Mount Sinai 
School of Medicine, has lived in New York for nine years, but she was brought up in Rishon LeZion, a few 
miles south of Tel Aviv. “My father doesn’t care about the sirens,” she says. “The day doesn’t exist for him. 
He moves about as if he hears nothing” (Specter, 2014).

Brazilian officials say they confiscated 39kg (86lb) of caramel spread from Uruguay’s football team as it 
arrived in Brazil for the World Cup. [Uruguay lost in a shocking defeat to Costa Rica with a disappointing 
3–1 final score.] . . . An official with the Brazilian agriculture department told Reuters news agency that 
the Uruguayans could have the dulce de leche back “as soon as they can produce the necessary docu-
ments.” . . . Former Uruguay goalkeeper Juan Castillo said the team had also taken dulce de leche to the 
World Cup in South Africa, where they had not had any problems at customs [and where they fared much 
better in their bracket] (Uruguay squad’s caramel spread confiscated in Brazil, 2014).

O’Keefe admits that 14 years ago, when he first started parenting full time, he needed “an ego of steel” 
because he got plenty of negative comments, primarily from men. One man, upon learning about O’Keefe’s 
role, asked his wife, “Oh, what does he tell his buddies at the gym?” But while O’Keefe said he’d get maybe 
two insults a month 10 years ago, today it’s down to about two a year (Wallace, 2014).
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