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REPRODUCIBLE74

Answers to Chapter 3

Comprehension Questions

1. Define and describe physical support.

 Physical support helps a beginning teacher navigate the logistics of the 
teaching profession. This often involves helping a new teacher with material and 
administrative issues, including classroom arrangements and displays, building 
logistics, organizational procedures, and classroom supplies.

2. During which phase or phases from Moir’s (1999) “The Stages of a Teacher’s First 
Year” do new teachers typically need physical support the most? Why?

 New teachers typically need physical support during the anticipation phase that 
correlates with the beginning of the school year. During this phase, the beginning 
teacher feels excited for the year ahead. When he or she moves into a classroom 
and begins to set up furniture and materials, a mentor can offer physical support.

3. Give three examples of physical support that a mentor can provide for a 
beginning teacher.

 Answers will vary. However, potential responses include helping arrange, 
organize, and decorate the classroom; giving a tour of the building; describing 
an average day at school; helping prepare for the first day of school; explaining 
administrative procedures; demonstrating how to use school technology tools; 
explaining the procedure for substitute plans; identifying and helping prepare for 
students with special needs; and helping initiate communication with parents.

4. Which types of physical support do mentees only require at the beginning of the 
school year? Which types do they continually require throughout the year?

 At the beginning of the school year, it is essential for a mentor to help a 
beginning teacher arrange the classroom and organize resources, prepare for 
the first day of school, and understand administrative procedures and building 
layout. From there, the mentor can help the beginning teacher throughout the 
year, such as when the beginning teacher needs to secure resources for a specific 
unit of instruction or decides that it is time to change the classroom arrangement.
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