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Definition

Standards Referenced Reporting is based on a specific set of standards 
that students need to meet from each grade level or course. Standards 
Referenced Grading provides consistency in the way students are 
graded throughout all sections taught within any subject or grade area 
and provides validity to grades assigned. Standards-referenced 
Reporting helps teachers clearly identify levels of mastery through the 
use of proficiency scales and helps all learners clearly understand the 
targets for their learning.
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Why?

With Standards Referenced Reporting, the focus is on learning
and NOT on just a percentage.

Source: © 2019 by Jefferson County Public Schools. Used with permission.

Leading Standards-Based Learning © 2021 Marzano Resources · MarzanoResources.com
All rights reserved. Material may not be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means 

(electronic, photocopying, recording, or otherwise).



Standards Referenced Reporting

Then Now
Students receive a letter grade that 
represents a general idea of where they 
are in their learning. 

Students receive a proficiency scale 
score in reference to each standard that 
has been taught 

Teachers using individual ways, such as 
averaging or total points, to arrive at a 
final grade

Consistent grading practices

Academics and behavior mixed 
together into a grade

Academics and behavior reported 
separately

Grade books that track assignments Grade books that track progress toward 
standards

100 point scale that emphasizes points 4 point scale that defines levels of 
learning, growth, and knowledge

Source: © 2019 by Jefferson County Public Schools. Used with permission.

Leading Standards-Based Learning © 2021 Marzano Resources · MarzanoResources.com
All rights reserved. Material may not be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means 

(electronic, photocopying, recording, or otherwise).



What do the numbers mean?
4 Student is able to independently extend their knowledge through transference of learning to more complex content and thinking (not new content), 

including deeper conceptual understanding and application.

3.5 The student has mastered all of level 3 criteria and demonstrates progress toward exceeding the standard. 

3 Students who understand the standards and are able to independently use the content,details, concepts, academic vocabulary, processes, procedures and 
skills that relate to the standard. These students understand not just the “what”, but can correctly explain and/or demonstrate the “how” and “why,”as
directly expressed with the language of the standard. 

2.5 The student has mastered all of the level 2 criteria and demonstrates progress toward meeting the standard. 

2 Students have the foundational understanding of the content and concepts. At Level 2, a student understands or can use the foundational concepts, 
academic vocabulary, skills, procedures, and/or details. 

1.5 The student has demonstrated progress toward foundational understanding. 

1 Students consistently require help and support to understand foundational content. At Level 1, students are beginning to understand simple concepts, 

academic vocabulary, skills, procedures, and/or details. 
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Benefits for Students

● Know and understand the learning targets prior to and 
throughout each learning experience.

● Have multiple opportunities and ways to show mastery of 
the learning targets. 

● Separate score for behavior, effort and work habits-
distinguishing learning opportunities from non-learning 
criteria.
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Benefits for Teachers

● Have the consistent understanding of what each child 
should know and be able to do at each grade level. 

● Are able to design instruction that meets the needs of all 
students, both at their pace and at their instructional level.
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Benefits for Parents

● Helps parents to see learning as a growth process and what 
their child should know and be able to do as expressed in 
the standards. 

● Understand that their child continually has the opportunity 
to show their growth toward mastery. 

● Provides parents with an accurate picture of what their 
student has learned.

● With traditional grading, what does an 86% mean? 
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Level 1.0
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Level 2.0
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Level 3.0
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Level 4.0
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Assessment

Throughout the unit of 
instruction students will 
be guided with a 
proficiency scale. 
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FAQ’s

● Extra credit/bonus points are not used
● Incomplete evidence will take place of “0’s” 
● Homework is used for practice 
● Grades for a standard are not determined by averaging 

practice or assignments within a standard. Rather grades 
are determined by mastery of that standard based on the 
proficiency scale.
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Next Steps

● Spring 2020 
○ Initial launch of standards-referenced reporting via Infinite 

Campus
○ Parent Surveys sent out throughout the semester

■ Your participation in the parent surveys is appreciated!
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