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Chapter 5 Comprehension Questions

1. What are the two types of planning in which collaborative teams should engage?

The first type of planning is planning for high-quality initial instruction. This means preparing 
lessons and units in advance so that students have the best possible opportunity to learn the con-
tent during the first round of instruction. The second type is planning after common assessments. 
During this stage, teachers determine how they will use information from the assessment to make 
sure that students get the intervention or extension they need.

2. What are the three broad categories of lessons? How do these categories link content to 
instruction?

The three categories of lessons are (1) direct instruction lessons, (2) practicing and deepening les-
sons, and (3) knowledge application lessons. In the first type, the teacher presents (typically new) 
content directly to students. In the second type, the teacher helps students increase their depth of 
knowledge or their fluency with skills and processes. In the third type, the teacher guides students 
through cognitively complex tasks that require students to apply what they’ve learned in new ways. 
These categories of lessons link content to instruction by helping teachers examine the nature of 
specific content and which instructional strategies will be most effective for presenting it.

3. Describe one way that a collaborative team can respond to student needs identified based on 
assessment results.

A collaborative team can respond to student needs based on assessment results by grouping stu-
dents according to their current levels of proficiency. Students who are not yet proficient may 
require continued instruction or intervention, while students who have demonstrated proficiency 
can engage in extension activities. A collaborative team can use members’ combined resources to 
temporarily regroup all their students into leveled groups and assign teachers to each one.

4. Explain the process of lesson study.

Lesson study is an iterative process by which a team of teachers collaboratively creates and devel-
ops a lesson. First, the team does the initial planning of the lesson based on a specific learning 
goal. Then, one teacher teaches the lesson while the others observe. After the observation, the 
teachers discuss the lesson and how students responded to it. Based on this discussion, the team 
makes changes to the lesson plan. Another teacher implements this new version of the lesson, and 
the process continues.

5. How do the tiers of RTI relate to the levels of a proficiency scale?

Tier 1 of RTI involves high-quality initial instruction at levels 2.0 and 3.0 of a proficiency scale. 
Students who still score below proficient on the content within the scale after general Tier 1 
instruction move to Tier 2 of RTI: supplemental instruction. Tier 3 of RTI relates to more severe 
needs outside the content of the proficiency scale.
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