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R E P R O D U C I B L E 10 5

Answers to Chapter 5:  
Comprehension Questions

1. How is creating meaning from a close reading passage related to the process of 
generating and testing a hypothesis?

 The creation of meaning from a close reading passage is analogous to 
generating and testing a hypothesis because both involve looking closely at 
something that intrigues the mind and, using the available data, formulating an 
explanation that requires further testing.

2. Should teachers plan the questions they will use in an analytical discussion? 
Why, or why not?

 In general, teachers should avoid planning their exact questions in advance. 
They should develop questions on the fly in response to the discussion as it 
develops. This is a challenging process, and teachers need to develop the skill 
of interpreting the student’s reasoning and then responding with a question 
that gently leads the student to analyze his or her own thinking. In the case of 
beginning students, teachers can prepare some questions to help lead students 
toward a strong analytical discussion.

3. What are the steps in helping students draw strong conclusions from an analysis 
of a close reading text?

 The steps to helping students draw strong conclusions about the text are  
(1) examine the evidence, (2) look for patterns in the evidence, and (3) generate  
a hypothesis from the pattern in the evidence.

4. What is the teacher’s role when students are discussing their hypotheses 
regarding their close reading analysis?

 While the teacher organizes and, to a certain extent, guides the discussion, 
students have the most important role in the discussion. Teachers should listen to 
the students’ ideas and gauge the effectiveness of the support for their hypotheses, 
always being ready to redirect the conversation if it gets off track. Teachers should 
provide a supportive atmosphere by enacting protocols for a healthy discussion.

5. Why is processing an important step of the close reading process, and what are 
some effective ways the teacher can ask students to process their understanding 
of a passage?

 The processing step allows students to understand the point of the work and 
provides an important conclusion to the close reading process. Teachers can 
provide many effective processing activities, but they all should require students 
use the results of close reading to engage the text at a high cognitive level. 
Often, processing activities ask students to place their analytical reading of the 
passage in the context of the text as a whole. These activities may include, but 
aren’t limited to, project presentations, deeper and broader analytical readings, 
essays, experimental inquiry, and decision making.
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