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Answers to Chapter 4:  
Comprehension Questions

1. Why is generating questions an important step in the close reading process?

 Guiding students to ask analytical questions helps ensure their analytical 
reading focuses on areas of the text that will yield answers. Less dependent 
on personal reaction, analytical reading questions specifically help students 
encounter the passage at a micro level.

2. What three steps can help students generate analytical reading questions?

 After the reading twice and annotating step, teachers should (1) put students into 
groups to share their thoughts. Then, as a class or in groups, teachers should 
ask students to (2) combine and edit questions. Finally, after identifying one or 
more analytical reading questions, the teacher should (3) prepare students to 
read analytically for a specific question.

3. Why is gradually increasing the challenge of close reading passages important 
for emerging analytical readers?

 While students who are learning the close reading process need texts that 
provide success in their early efforts, it is vital for teachers to also challenge 
students’ abilities. College- and adult-level reading centers on texts that 
constantly challenge readers, and students need strong abilities to read beyond 
the plot to the level of the author’s argument, purpose, and method, even in 
literary texts.

4. In what ways is step 4, reading analytically (in response to questions from step 
3), different from step 2, reading twice and annotating?

 Unlike the earlier reading twice and annotating stage, students close reading  
in the reading analytically stage are looking at the text for specific answers to 
their questions. This requires students to focus less on their personal reactions 
to the text and more on the what and how of the authorial choices. The result 
will be an examination of the text at the micro level and the collection of 
specific evidence from the text in support of an emerging answer to the reading 
analytically question.
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