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Understanding the New Taxonomy

Identify the New Taxonomy (Marzano & Kendall, 2007) level associated with each of the following 
learning targets. Place the level numbers in the boxes next to the targets they apply to.

1. Knowledge retrieval: At this level, learners recognize, recall, or execute basic 
information and processes.

2. Comprehension: At this level, learners distill knowledge to its organizing essence. This 
level involves determining the defining characteristics of the information that learners 
can combine as knowledge of something. It is the lowest level of demonstration of 
understanding. It involves the processes of integrating and symbolizing.

3. Analysis: At this level, learners use the knowledge gained to think logically and 
construct new understanding. This level involves the processes of matching, classifying, 
analyzing errors, generalizing, and specifying.

4. Knowledge utilization: At this level, learners use the knowledge to accomplish a 
specific task. This level involves the processes of decision making, problem solving, 
experimenting, and investigating.

Can you invent a solution for . . .? Determine whether wind power or 
solar power is a better renewable 
energy source.

Why was this better than that? How is the main character’s journey in 
the book we read an example of how a 
character responds to major events?

After reading the story, state the 
sequence of events.

Calculate the kinetic energy of a 
missile.

Design your own homework 
assignment dealing with the 
conservation of angular momentum.

Classify the following animals 
according to their phenotypic traits.

Paraphrase Newton’s three laws of 
motion.

Recite Newton’s three laws of motion.

Differentiate between supply-
side economics and demand-side 
economics.

Compare how two artists from 
different periods rendered the same 
subject.

State the meaning of the following 
words.

Design a workout routine to develop 
good cardiovascular health.

Source: Marzano, R. J., & Kendall, J. S. (2007). The new taxonomy of educational objectives (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Corwin Press.
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