
Benefits
 • Distinguish between standards-based and standards-

referenced grading, and examine the basis of each.

 • Understand the research and reasoning for standards-based 
grading, and read other educators’ accounts of applying it 
in their schools.

 • Examine current grading practices, and identify ways to 
ensure grades accurately reflect students’ strengths and 
weaknesses.

 • Discover how to improve student achievement through 
meaningful, measurable, and accurate reporting.

 • Address the role of exceptional learners—students with 
special needs, English learners, and gifted and talented 
students—in the assessment process.

Assess and report               to enhance learning
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Accurately report students’ academic strengths and 
weaknesses with standards-based grading. Rather than 
using traditional systems that incorporate nonacademic 
factors such as attendance and behavior, learn to assess and 
report student performance based on prioritized standards. 
You will discover reliable, practical methods for analyzing 
what students have learned and gain effective strategies for 
offering students feedback on their progress.
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Implement effective grading practices. Transform your school’s grading system into one that really shows 
what students know. Your team will explore specific aspects of standards-based grading implementation, from 
identifying prioritized standards and composing proficiency scales to creating aligned assessments and revising 
report cards. 

Grades pose tremendous consequences for students. At this workshop, you’ll explore standards-based grading 
from a leader’s perspective and discover practical steps and strategies for guiding educators, students, and 
parents through the process. We’ll walk you through both short- and long-term planning components for 
successful implementation and guide you through the opportunities and challenges that may arise during the 
transition.

Learning Outcomes
 • Explore concrete steps for implementing standards-based grading.

 • Learn to recruit and build teams of educators to prioritize standards and write proficiency scales.

 • Discover three kinds of assessments, and learn how educators can use each type as an effective part of a 
standards-based grading system.

 • Consider an implementation and communication plan, and see a sample. 

 • Connect standards-based grading to the bigger picture of school reform.
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