
 VOCABULARY FOR THE COMMON CORE

Number of Terms at Each Grade Level for Each ELA Measurement Topic
Total 

Terms in 
Topic K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9–10 11–12

Reading

Questioning, Inference, and 
Interpretation 22 11 11 11 6 6 3 5 5 5 0 0

Themes and Central Ideas 24 6 9 8 9 6 6 4 4 4 5 5

Story Elements 41 3 5 9 21 19 15 10 10 10 7 7

Connections 20 0 2 7 14 12 7 3 3 3 3 3

Word Impact and Use 81 7 7 12 18 27 22 36 26 26 20 20

Academic Vocabulary 24 3 4 5 12 12 14 9 7 4 0 0

Text Structures and Features 82 12 9 16 32 33 26 14 10 10 24 24

Point of View/Purpose 56 5 9 13 22 19 16 15 14 15 14 14

Visual/Auditory Media and 
Information Sources 118 16 16 24 37 46 38 44 35 35 21 21

Argument and Reasoning 35 0 0 2 7 7 5 12 12 12 16 16

Literary Comparisons and 
Source Material 74 8 8 12 27 27 23 17 17 17 22 22

Rhetorical Criticism 29 0 1 4 8 7 5 9 9 8 12 12

Fluency 14 3 6 7 8 5 4 2 2 2 1 1

Reading Foundations

Print Concepts 14 13 8 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Phonological Awareness 16 11 14 12 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Phonics and Word Analysis 21 10 14 13 8 5 5 0 0 0 0 0

Writing

Argumentative 45 2 5 11 15 12 7 18 18 17 10 10

Informative/ 
Explanatory 43 3 6 15 20 19 12 15 13 11 5 5

Narrative 39 4 8 13 23 19 17 8 8 5 4 4

Task, Purpose, and Audience 36 2 5 5 13 10 10 9 9 9 12 12

Revise and Edit 26 3 8 9 13 8 6 7 7 7 3 3
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Total 
Terms in 

Topic K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9–10 11–12

Writing (continued)

Technology 35 3 4 10 16 15 9 7 7 7 9 9

Research 36 1 2 5 10 9 5 17 17 17 8 8

Access and Organize 
Information 48 2 8 14 29 23 17 9 9 9 8 8

Speaking and Listening

Collaborative Discussions 65 7 12 16 25 20 18 21 21 17 12 12

Evaluate Presented 
Information 52 3 3 5 11 12 9 17 16 19 21 21

Speech Writing 39 4 7 12 14 12 7 13 12 12 8 8

Presentation and Delivery 57 1 2 8 23 25 20 22 19 18 11 11

Language

Grammar 78 3 9 16 24 32 33 38 24 25 13 4

Sentences 36 2 3 6 12 15 14 13 9 6 9 9

Capitalization and 
Punctuation 32 10 14 21 15 14 9 7 4 2 0 0

Spelling 20 8 9 12 11 8 3 1 1 1 0 0

Language Conventions 33 2 4 5 8 10 11 13 9 7 10 10

Context Clues 18 4 4 7 8 7 4 5 5 5 1 1

Word Origins and Roots 23 1 0 4 7 12 8 11 6 6 4 4

Reference Materials 14 2 3 4 9 8 7 0 0 0 3 3

Word Relationships 18 3 2 4 9 9 7 5 4 4 1 1
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