
Elementary Items
for

Which One Doesn’t Belong?

Students select the option that 
does not give grounds for the 
claim.



Claim: Disney’s Frozen (Del Vecho, Lasseter, Buck, & 
Lee, 2013) is the best movie ever.

A. Anna (the main character) is very brave and 
interesting.

B. The movie has an exciting ending!

C. Pixar’s Brave (Sarafian et al., 2012) is a good 
movie, too.

D. The reindeer and snowman in Frozen are really 
funny.
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Claim: Tag is an unfair game to play in gym class.

A. Some kids are just naturally fast, so the slower 
kids do not have an equal chance to win.

B. The longest-ever game of tag has lasted for 
twenty-three years! (Adams, 2013).

C. Kids can cheat and say they have not been 
tagged even when they have.

D. Kids who cannot run (such as kids in a 
wheelchair or kids who have a broken leg) do 
not get to play.
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Claim: The best book for kids is The Mitten by Jan 
Brett (1989).

A. Igloos are so much fun to play in.

B. The story has a happy ending because Nicky 
finds his mitten at the end.

C. The part of the book where the animals move 
into the mitten is very funny!

D. All of the pictures in the book are colorful and 
beautifully illustrated.
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Claim: If you see teasing and bullying at school, you 
should tell a teacher.

A. Telling a teacher on someone makes you a 
tattletale.

B. You could protect another kid from feeling bad 
about himself or herself and maybe even from 
injuries.

C. Telling a teacher about a bully is actually a very 
brave thing to do.

D. If the bully gets in trouble, he or she might 
think twice about picking on someone in the 
future.
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Claim: Even kids can help protect the environment and 
save the planet.

A. Kids can turn off the faucet to save water while 
they brush their teeth.

B. Picking up trash on the playground is easy and 
gets rid of litter.

C. They can remember to save trees by using both 
sides of a sheet of paper when they draw.

D. Lots of people pollute the air by driving cars.
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Claim: SpongeBob SquarePants is the best cartoon on 
television.

A. The show is not just for kids—it is so funny that 
even some adults like it!

B. An actor named Tom Kenny does the voice for 
SpongeBob.

C. SpongeBob is always happy and kind to others, 
which makes him a good role model for kids.

D. In 2013, the show won the “Favorite Cartoon” 
award on Nickelodeon’s Kids’ Choice Awards for 
the eleventh time (Viacom International, 2003, 
2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2013).
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Claim: Kids should get paid to go to school.

A. They might try harder to get good grades in 
school if they know they are going to make 
money doing it.

B. Parents, teachers, and other adults work for 
money, but kids work just as hard in school.

C. Giving money to kids to get them to go to 
school will never work.

D. Paying kids to learn might stop them from 
dropping out of school.
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Claim: Schools should give kids less time for recess.

A. Taking away recess is not fair.

B. Kids can get bullied or hurt at recess.

C. If you don’t have a warm coat on in the 
wintertime, it could be uncomfortable to be 
outside too long.

D. Kids already get plenty of breaks from school 
during summer and weekends and do not need 
recess.
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Claim: All kids should have to do chores at home.

A. Chores teach kids to do things around the 
house (like vacuuming and doing dishes) that 
they will need to do on their own someday.

B. Parents work hard all day at their jobs and 
deserve to have some help around the house.

C. Chores aren’t so bad, and sometimes they are 
even kind of fun.

D. Vacuum cleaners can be very pricey—the 
fanciest ones cost over $1,000!
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Claim: Everyone should wear seat belts in the car.

A. Wearing a seat belt can save your life!

B. It is the law to wear a seat belt.

C. It is quick and easy to put on a seat belt.

D. It is also very important to wear a seat belt on a 
roller coaster.

10



Claim: Everyone should wear seat belts in the car.

A. Wearing a seat belt can save your life!

B. It is the law to wear a seat belt.

C. It is quick and easy to put on a seat belt.

D. It is also very important to wear a seat belt on a 
roller coaster.

10 - Answer



Claim: Snowball fights should be banned at recess.

A. Kids can use snowballs to pick on other kids.

B. Snowballs can hurt if they are too hard or have 
ice in them.

C. Did you know that snow is actually just frozen 
water?

D. Kids might throw snowballs at cars and make it 
hard for drivers to see.
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Claim: Hunting should not be banned.

A. Hunting stops animals like deer from 
overpopulating and hurting the ecosystem.

B. I went hunting with my dad last summer.

C. Many people need to hunt in order to eat.

D. Hunting is safe because people need a license 
to do it.
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Claim: Kids should choose their own bedtimes.

A. They will be tired the next day if they stay up 
too late.

B. Kids will learn about taking care of themselves 
if they are allowed to choose their own 
bedtimes.

C. If kids choose to stay up later, they can have 
more time for homework and reading.

D. It will be easier for kids to fall asleep if they just 
go to bed when they feel tired.

13



Claim: Kids should choose their own bedtimes.

A. They will be tired the next day if they stay up 
too late.

B. Kids will learn about taking care of themselves 
if they are allowed to choose their own 
bedtimes.

C. If kids choose to stay up later, they can have 
more time for homework and reading.

D. It will be easier for kids to fall asleep if they just 
go to bed when they feel tired.

13 - Answer



Claim: Homework is important for students.

A. Kids need homework to practice what they 
learn in school.

B. Without homework, students will not learn 
responsibility.

C. Homework teaches kids not to be lazy.

D. Some teachers assign way too much 
homework.
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Claim: Reading is a very important skill to learn.

A. When you read, you get better at 
concentrating.

B. Reading helps you learn about the world 
around you.

C. Kids who read a lot do better at their work in 
school.

D. Books with lots of pictures are the best ones.
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Claim: Dogs make better pets than cats.

A. A dog can protect your house and keep you 
safe.

B. Cats are very independent, but dogs love to 
play with humans.

C. The best kind of dog is a Dalmatian.

D. Dogs will go for long walks on a leash, but cats 
usually won’t.
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Claim: We should not have school on Saturdays.

A. Sunday is not a good time to have school, 
either.

B. We need weekends to see our families.

C. Some kids need weekends to play sports.

D. Students need time off to relax.
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Claim: Kids should be allowed to vote for president.

A. Kids might want to learn more about the world 
if they could vote.

B. Kids deserve a vote—we live in this country, 
too!

C. Why can’t kids vote for president?

D. It’s unfair that adults can vote and kids cannot.
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Claim: All kids should play sports.

A. Playing sports helps you learn teamwork.

B. It is healthy to be active in sports.

C. Sports are so much fun!

D. Soccer is probably the best sport, but football is 
fun, too.
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Claim: Movies are better than books.

A. You can watch movies together with friends, 
but only one person at a time can read a book.

B. Some movies are too scary to watch.

C. Everyone can watch a movie because you do 
not need to know how to read.

D. Movies are more fun than books because they 
have sound and pictures.
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