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Answers to Exercise 6.3

Standards-Based Reporting

1. In table 6.6 (page 119), explain what “3 of 36” for level 4 in language arts means.

 the notation “3 of 36” means that the student has reached proficiency (score 3.0 
or higher) in three of the thirty-six learning goals for language arts.

2. In table 6.6, explain why art and technology have fewer levels than the other 
subject areas.

 table 6.6 depicts a standards-based system that uses levels instead of grades. 
Because content is not split up into age-based grades, the nature of the content 
divides the levels. Some subject areas will have more levels than others.

3. Explain why an overall grade cannot be assigned in a standards-based approach.

 a standards-based approach either uses performance levels instead of grade 
levels or treats grade levels as performance levels. as such, students do not 
move up until they have demonstrated mastery on all of the learning goals at a 
specific level. the reporting practices in a standards-based system are different. 
instead of overall letter grades that represent the average performance in the 
content addressed at a given grade level, teachers and students keep track of 
how many learning goals students have demonstrated mastery of in a particular 
subject area at a particular level. given that students might be working at one 
level in mathematics, another level in science, and still another in language 
arts, there is no useful way to report grades for subject areas. the more relevant 
information is how many learning goals have been mastered for a specific 
subject at a specific level.

4. Explain how the “grade-level” standards-based approach differs from the 
standards-based approach that does not use grade levels.

 in grades k–8, the grade-level standards-based approach looks nearly identical to 
the pure performance-level standards-based approach. Students move from one 
level (grade level or pure performance level) only when they have demonstrated 
mastery for all of the learning goals in their current level. at the high school level, 
however, a grade-level standards-based approach uses specific courses instead 
of levels. For the grade-level approach, students must demonstrate mastery 
of the learning goals in the courses with simpler or more basic content before 
they move on to courses with more complex or difficult content. For example, 
in mathematics, algebra i addresses simpler content than algebra ii, and so 
on. once a student has demonstrated mastery (score 3.0 content) for all of the 
learning goals within a course, he or she receives credit for that course and 
moves on to another course.
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