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Answers to Chapter 6: Comprehension Questions

1. Describe a win-win peer tutoring situation that incorporates technology.

 In a win-win peer tutoring situation, a student who has surpassed the target level 
for a learning goal is paired with a student who is struggling to reach the target 
level. This situation is a win-win because the struggling student gets the help that 
he or she needs, and the advanced student deepens his or her own understanding 
in the process. Technology can aid in facilitating these win-win peer tutoring 
situations in a few different ways. Tutors can use screen capture tools to take a 
picture of a computer or tablet screen or use screencasting software (such as Jing, 
ScreenChomp, Educreations, or TouchCast) to create multimedia tutorials. Tutors 
can also record videos independently or during work with struggling students 
to preserve their questions, answers, and step-by-step breakdowns of problem-
solving processes. Save these tutorials using a content-sharing service such as 
Dropbox or YouTube for future student use.

2. How can technology enhance cooperative learning?

 Technology can enhance cooperative learning groups in several ways. Use random 
group generators such as Team Maker to randomly organize students into work 
groups or teams, and use random number generators to assign students to various 
roles in the group, such as facilitator, summarizer, questioner, and so on. There 
are also a number of other useful apps for collaboration that students can use on 
tablets, smartphones, or laptops. Evernote, for example, allows students to take 
and share images and textual notes. Mindjet, a mind-mapping app, offers tools 
for planning, brainstorming, and task management during collaborative projects. 
Dropbox is an online repository for files of multiple formats and sizes, including 
documents, PowerPoint presentations, videos, audio files, and photos.

3. Effective teachers regularly provide feedback and constructive criticism to students 
about their work. However, teachers who offer frequent feedback can sometimes 
find themselves repeating the same comments and answering the same questions 
over and over. How can technology mitigate this issue and make feedback efficient 
for teachers and accessible to students?

 The simplest way to accelerate the process of giving feedback is to collect 
student work in electronic file formats instead of on paper. This gives teachers 
the opportunity to type out feedback using comment features in word processing 
software instead of writing it out in longhand on a student’s hardcopy assignment. 
When multiple students require the same piece of feedback, copy and paste a 
comment from one file to the next, modifying it as necessary to suit the needs of 
each individual student. This saves you the time of rewriting a similar comment on 
numerous papers. Compile the most common feedback into an online archive in 
Google Drive for future classes to easily access. The same tool can also be used to 
create a searchable database of students’ frequently asked questions. Update this 
archive from year to year to make it as thorough and useful as possible. Using 
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the digital comments feature also allows you to include hyperlinks to additional 
resources, references, or exemplary writing samples.

4. How do you use technology to help students generate and test hypotheses about 
new knowledge?

 Answers will vary from teacher to teacher. To see responses from other educators, 
visit marzanoresearch.com/classroomstrategies, click on the Enhancing the Art 
& Science of Teaching With Technology link, and become a member of our virtual 
learning community. 
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