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Chapter 4 Comprehension Questions

1. Why are proficiency scales a useful basis from which to create assessments?

Proficiency scales very clearly define various levels of knowledge in relation to a learning goal. 
Assessments are intended to determine a student’s level of knowledge. The information in a pro-
ficiency scale can be used to create an assessment whose items very clearly match up with and 
indicate specific levels of proficiency.

2. When creating an assessment blueprint, how many and what types of items are generally 
appropriate for each level of the proficiency scale?

Assessment of score 2.0 content usually involves numerous short, forced-choice items, such as 
multiple-choice questions. Typically, five or more questions are needed to assess this level. Items 
that assess score 3.0 content require students to access multiple pieces of content and often take 
the form of short written responses. An assessment usually includes two or more items at this level. 
Score 4.0 assessment items also require that students synthesize numerous aspects of the content 
as well as make inferences or applications that go beyond what was taught in class. This level is 
often assessed by an extended essay question.

3. Why should collaborative teams administer common assessments to their students and discuss 
the results as a group?

When teachers use common assessments, they can compare the results from various classes to 
identify common trends and areas of difference. For example, they might find that many students 
in multiple classes answered a particular item incorrectly. This might lead to a discussion about 
reteaching the content or revising the assessment item. The team might also find that some classes 
did well on an item or section that another class struggled with. In this case, teachers can share 
instructional strategies that might help the latter class achieve proficiency in that area. Finally, 
common assessment results can be used to identify students for intervention or extension, which 
can be done as a team.

4. Identify and describe the three broad types of assessment that can be used to gauge student 
learning.

The three broad types of assessment are obtrusive, unobtrusive, and student-generated. Obtrusive 
assessments, such as pen-and-paper tests or oral presentations, require stopping instruction while 
students complete them. Unobtrusive assessments occur when the teacher observes a student 
demonstrating learning during the course of instruction and records an assessment score. Student-
generated assessments are initiated by the student rather than the teacher; a student identifies a 
way that he or she can demonstrate a level of proficiency and takes responsibility for completing 
that task.
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